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Fairy tales
	stories with imaginary characters such as witches, giants and elves, dragons, ogres, or fairies
· usually begin with "Once upon a time" and end with "And they lived happily ever after." 

· have good and evil characters. 

· have heroes which are often princesses or princes. 

· generally contain magic. 

· have a problem and a solution. 

· have events happening in "threes" or "sevens". 
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Tall Tale
	a fictional story, presented as a true account usually told in the first person
· begins by describing a common situation
· gradually adds more and more unusual features until it pushes up to and beyond the limits of belief
· have main characters with extraordinary abilities such as great strength.
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Folktale
	a story passed on by word of mouth rather  than by writing 

· often begins with "Long, long ago" or something similar
· tale spread by word of mouth among the common folk 
· includes fairytales, legends of all types, fables, tall tales
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Fable
	a very short story that makes an educational or cautioning point
· often end with, "And the moral of the story is . . ." 

· use animals as characters that speak and act like humans 

· have a conflict and a resolution (a problem and a solution) 
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Myth
	a very old story that explains features of the natural world such as why the sun rises each morning, where thunder comes from, or why the ocean has waves
· often include gods and goddesses and other supernatural characters who have the power to make unexpected things happen. 

· try to answer serious questions about how things began or occurred. 
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Science Fiction
	a story that imagines a futuristic or alien world
· includes inventions that could exist in the future
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Historical Fiction
	a story that blends historical facts in a fictional story
· often educates and entertains
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Drama
	tells a story that is meant to be performed by actors

· includes stage directions

· dialogue

 Includes

· skits 
· plays 
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Poetry
	tells a story or expresses feelings
· written in stanzas

· has rhythm

· sometimes has a rhyme scheme

Includes
· proverbs 
· riddles 
· limericks 
· simple poems 
· nursery rhymes 
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Fiction
	written from the author’s imagination 

Includes

· short stories 
· novels 
· fantasies 
· fairy tales 
· fables 
· legends 
· myths 
· folktales 
· comics 
· animations

· video games 
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Nonfiction
	a writing that is factual

Includes

· biographies 
· letters 
· articles 
· procedures and instructions 
· charts 
· maps 
· dictionary 
· journal 
· textbook 
· information
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Biography
	tells the true story of a real person’s life, using firsthand accounts
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Autobiography
	tells the true story of a real person’s life; written by the subject himself or herself
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Reference Sources
	materials which are usually consulted for specific information rather than read from cover to cover 

Includes

· dictionaries
· encyclopedias
· thesauri
· directories
· almanacs
· handbooks
· atlases
· statistical sources
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Essay
	factual account of events happening in the world; can include headlines
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Realistic Fiction
	fictional stories from the writer's imagination, but is true to life

· take place in modern time, right here and now

·  characters are involved in events that could really happen
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Fantasy
	fiction with a large amount of imagination in it
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Information
	knowledge acquired through study or experience or instruction
Includes

· manuals
· how-to books
· books which give facts
· resource materials
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Mystery
	a novel or short story in which a detective investigates and solves a crime


